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projection so that the third one looks almost like a landing
or platform between them. The profile of the first platform is
of the usual type. Above a high plinth, which nearly covers
half the height, we find the usual vertical central part between
an ogee moulding and other upper and lower bands. The
vertical central part is sculptured with continuous reliefs and
projects forward. The ogee moulding and the cornice were
decorated respectively with lotus leaves and floral scroll with
birds and animals. The birds and animals serve, in the main,
merely a decorative r61e, though it appears from some loose
fragments that there might have been representations of animal
stories.

The second platform may be divided into three parts.
Beginning from behind, the first part is a square, each side
measuring 30 ft. with slight projections, 18 ft. long, in the
middle of all sides except the front, where two notches
separate it from the next part which has the same width as
the first and a length of more than 15 ft. The third part
is a projection from the middle of the second part, having a
width of 10 ft. and a depth of 5i ft. On two sides *of the
third part the vacant space of the second part is almost
covered by the staircases' and their heavy stone curbs,
beautifully decorated in front and sides by foliage and animal
motif (PI. XLI, Fig. 2). As in the case of the first platform,
the third or foremost part of the second may be regarded as
a landing between the staircases.

The second platform has a very complex profile, consisting,
besides the ogee mouldings, of a large number of projecting
and receding courses both above and below the central vertical
part. The central part, decorated with continuous relief
sculptures, is sunk and not projecting like that of the lower
platform. The decorations of the ogee mouldings and the
cornice resemble those of the first platform, but there are
a number of other bands having decorations of a different type
such as geometrical patterns or a waving twisted rope with
pointed stakes.